Article vi.
DENTAL EDUCATION OF THE PUBLIC.
That a higher standard of both general and professional education than is now in vogue is needed for the advancement of the best interests of the dental profession, is a fact so patent and palpable as to require no further proof than has already been presented.
That much good will result both to the profession and public when a higher standard is fully established requires no argument, but no matter how well educated professionally, technically and generally the dentist may be, he can not reach the highest plane of his usefulness unless aided by an intelligent appreciation of his efforts on the part of his patients.
Generally speaking such appreciation is the exception rather than the rule, and this being the case, the cause is not difficult to find. The public are, as a rule, grossly ignorant of the value of, and necessity for, truly skillful dental services.
Undoubtedly the first serious dental lesion was toothache, and its first radical cure, extraction; and the world has not yet risen to a plane of intelligence where it demands positively an abatement of both these evils.
How the people at large are to be reached and a sufficient amount of dental knowledge imparted to them, are questions demanding our serious consideration.
The methods suggested include the earnest and oft repeated advice of the dentist to his parents at the chair, the instruction of the pupils in our public schools and the enlightenment of the general public through the columns of the daily press. Of the first, let us say we believe it to be one of the fundamental duties of every dentist to give his patients at all times his most skillful services and the best advice of which he is capable.
But in this way but comparatively few can be reached; the method must be continued indefinitely, but it needs supplementary effort of some sort.
Our public schools probably offer us the best channel through which to disseminate dental knowledge to the people.
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